Appln. No. 10/827,349 

Prelim. Amd. dated May 12, 2004 


Amendments to the Specification 

Please replace the paragraph that was added before the 
first line of the specification by the transmittal letter filed 
on April 20, 2 004, with the following rewritten paragraph: 

This is a continuation of copending parent application 
Serial No. 10/412,251, filed April 14, 2003, which is a 
continuation of application Serial No. 09/531,692, filed March 
20, 2 0 0 0, now U.S. Patent No. 6,549,616 . 


- 2 - 


